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6$)H5�KHOSV�
VXUYLYRUV—

DQG�DWWRUQH\V�
DQG�DGYRFDWHV�
ZKR�ZRUN�ZLWK�
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GHFLGH�IRU�
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9,2/(1&(-5(/$7('�&+,/'�&8672'<�

*DEULHOOH�'DYLV

,1752'8&7,21 

&KLOG�FXVWRG\�GHFLVLRQ-PDNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�

YLROHQFH��´,39µ��DOOHJDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�FRQWURYHUVLDO��XQSUHGLFWDEOH��DQG�FKDO�

OHQJLQJ���7KH�IDPLO\�FRXUW�V\VWHP�VWUXJJOHV�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�VDIHW\�DQG�

ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�EDWWHUHG�SDUHQWV�LQ�,39-�UHODWHG�FKLOG�

FXVWRG\�FDVHV�����,W�LV�DOVR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�LQ�

WHUHVWV�RI�SDUHQWV�ZKR�DUH�DFFXVHG�RI�,39�DQG�RU�XQMXVWLILDEO\�HVWUDQJHG�

IURP�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ����7KLV�GRFXPHQW�GHVFULEHV�D�IRXU-SURQJHG�DSSURDFK�

WR�GHFLVLRQ-PDNLQJ�LQ�,39-UHODWHG�SDUHQWLQJ�FDVHV�NQRZQ�DV�´6$)H5�µ���

7KH�6$)H5�DSSURDFK�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURGXFH�VDIHU��PRUH�ZRUNDEOH�RXW�

FRPHV�IRU�EDWWHUHG�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ� 

7KH�6$)H5�DSSURDFK�WR�FKLOG�FXVWRG\�GHFLVLRQ-PDNLQJ�FRQVLVWV�RI�

IRXU�SDUWV������VFUHHQLQJ�IRU�,39������DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�IXOO�QDWXUH�DQG�FRQWH[W�

RI�,39������IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�I39�RQ�SDUHQWLQJ��FR-SDUHQWLQJ�DQG�

WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�FKLOG��DQG�����UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�OLYHG�H[SHULHQFH�

RI�,39�LQ�DOO�IDPLO\�FRXUW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��GHFLVLRQV��DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQV� 

��6HH�.DXU��0���0HODUD��6���6FRWW��(��	�9DVDQ��$����������)DPLO\�/DZ�5HPHGLHV�IRU�'RPHV�
WLF�9LROHQFH� �$�6XUYH\��&DOLIRUQLD�3DUWQHUVKLS�WR�(QG�'RPHVWLF�9LR�
OHQFH��'UDJLHZLF]��0����������*HQGHU�%LDV�LQ�&RXUWV��,PSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�%DWWHUHG�0RWKHUV�
DQG�WKHLU�&KLOGUHQ��)DPLO\�DQG�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�9LROHQFH�4XDUWHUO\���������-��� 
��^ĞH�-RFHO\Q�(OVLH�&URZOH\��$GRSWLQJ�¶(TXDOLW\�7RROV·�IURP�WKH�7RROER[HV�RI�WKHLU�3UHGH�
FHVVRUV��7KH�)DWKHUV�5LJKW�0RYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��LQ�)$7+(56·�5,*+76�$&7,9,60�
$1'�/$:�5()250�,1�&203$5$7,9(�3(563(&7,9( 
����5LFKDUG�&ROOLHU�	�6DOO\�6KHOGRQ�HGV��������� 
��DĂQ\�RI�WKH�LGHDV�H[SUHVVHG�KHUHLQ�ZHUH�GHYHORSHG�XQGHU�$ZDUG�����-7$-$;-.����
IURP�WKH�2IILFH�RQ�9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�:RPHQ��8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�DQG�DUH�PRUH�
IXOO\�H[SORUHG�LQ�*DEULHOOH�'DYLV����������$�6\VWHPDWLF�$SSURDFK�WR�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH-
,QIRUPHG�'HFLVLRQ�0DNLQJ�LQ�)DPLO\�/DZ�&DVHV��)DPLO\�&RXUW�5HYLHZ�����������-����� 7KH�
RSLQLRQV��ILQGLQJV��FRQFOXVLRQV�DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�H[SUHVVHG�KHUHLQ�DUH�WKRVH�RI�WKH�
DXWKRU�DQG�GR�not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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7KH�6$)H5�DSSURDFK�VHHPV�LQWXLWLYH��EXW�LWV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�UH�

TXLUHV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�WRR�RIWHQ�LJQRUHG���,Q�PDQ\�LQ�

VWDQFHV��IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WDNH�VKRUWFXWV�� 7KH\�RIWHQ�VNLS�RYHU�

WKH�LQWHUPHGLDWH�VWHSV�RI�WKH�6$)H5�DSSURDFK��DWWHQGLQJ�WR�WKH�QDWXUH��

FRQWH[W�DQG�HIIHFWV�RI�,39��DQG�FRPH�WR�TXLFN�DQG�VHHPLQJO\�VLPSOH�FRQ�

FOXVLRQV�� ,Q�UHDOLW\��WKH�LQWHUPHGLDWH�VWHSV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�FUXFLDO��\HW�IUH�

TXHQWO\�RYHUORRNHG��HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�6$)H5�DQDO\VLV� 

7KH�VWUHQJWK�RI�6$)H5�LV�WKDW�LW�VWHHUV�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DZD\�IURP�

PDNLQJ�XQIRXQGHG�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�,39�DQG�SHRSOH·V�H[SHULHQFH�RI�LW��

3UDFWLWLRQHUV�PXVW�QRW�DVVXPH�WKDW�,39�LV�DQ�LVVXH�LQ�HYHU\�FXVWRG\�GLV�

SXWH�� ,QVWHDG��WKH\�QHHG�WR�ILQG�RXW�LI�WKDW�LV�WKH�FDVH��3UDFWLWLRQHUV�PXVW�

Q·W�DVVXPH�WKDW�HYHU\�,39�FDVH�LQYROYHV�VHULRXV�SK\VLFDO�KDUP�RU�D�ORQJ�

KLVWRU\�RI�FRHUFLYH�FRQWUROOLQJ�DEXVH�� 5DWKHU��WKH\�QHHG�WR�H[SORUH�ZKDW�LV�

DFWXDOO\�JRLQJ�RQ��3UDFWLWLRQHUV�PXVWQ·W�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�,39�

DOZD\V�KDV�D�QHJDWLYH�HIIHFW�RQ�FKLOG� SDUHQWLQJ�� ,QVWHDG��WKH\�QHHG�

WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKDW�LV�VR�� $QG��SUDFWLWLRQHUV�PXVWQ·W�DVVXPH�WKDW�

HYHU\�,39�FDVH�RXJKW�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�VRPH�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�RXWFRPH�� 5DWKHU��

WKH\�PXVW�FUDIW�RXWFRPHV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�IXOO�QDWXUH��FRQWH[W�DQG�LPSOL�

FDWLRQV�RI�,39��ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�PD\�EH���6$)H5�JXLGHV�WKLV�ZRUN� 

6$)H5�JXLGHV�
SUDFWLWLRQHUV�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
KRZ�SHRSOH�
UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�,39�PLJKW�
XVH�WKH� 
SDQGHPLF�� 
HFRQRPLF�
GRZQWXUQ��RU�
UDFLDO�XQUHVW�
WR�IXUWKHU�
WKHLU�DEXVH� 
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6FUHHQLQJ�IRU�,39� 

7KH�ILUVW�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�LV�WR�VFUHHQ�IRU�,39�� ,W�FDOOV�RQ�IDPLO\�

FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�7R�LGHQWLI\�ZKHWKHU�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�LV�RU�PD\�EH�DQ�
LVVXH�LQ�WKH�FDVH�� /LNH�RWKHU�VFUHHQLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�LQ�QRQ-FRXUW�VHWWLQJV��WKH�

JRDO�RI�WKLV�ILUVW�VWHS�LV�VLPSO\�WR�H[SORUH�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�UHDVRQ�WR�WDNH�D�

FORVHU�ORRN�DW�,39�� 7KLV�ILUVW�HOHPHQW�LV�VRPHZKDW�DNLQ�WR�DLUSRUW�VHFXULW\��
%HIRUH�HQWHULQJ�WKH�JDWH�DUHD��DOO�SDVVHQJHUV�PXVW�SDVV�WKURXJK�D�PHWDO�

GHWHFWRU�RU�ERG\�VFDQQHU�WR�XQFRYHU�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�PLJKW�SRVH�D�WKUHDW�WR�

DLUOLQH�VDIHW\�� 0RVW�SHRSOH�SDVV�WKURXJK�VHFXULW\�ZLWKRXW�LQFLGHQW�� 6RPH�

WLPHV��D�SDVVHQJHU�WULSV�DQ�DODUP���7KH�DODUP�PLJKW�JR�RII�EHFDXVH�WKDW�

SDVVHQJHU�OHIW�NH\V�LQ�KLV�SRFNHW��RU�KDV�D�PHWDO�SLQ�LQ�KLV�NQHH�–�RU��PXFK�

OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\��EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�D�ERPE�VWXIIHG�GRZQ�KLV�SDQWV�� 7KH�
VFUHHQLQJ�GHYLFH�FDQ·W�WHOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�� 5DWKHU��LW�VLJQDOV�WR�WKH�VHFXULW\�

DJHQW�WKDW�VKH�QHHGV�WR�WDNH�D�FORVHU�ORRN�� ,W·V�QRW�WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�GHYLFH��

EXW�WKLV�FORVHU�ORRN��WKDW�WHOOV�WKH�VHFXULW\�DJHQW�ZKDW�VKH�UHDOO\�QHHGV�WR�
NQRZ���,W·V�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�,39�� 7KH�VFUHHQLQJ�SURWRFRO��ZKLFK�LV�UHSUHVHQW�

HG�E\�WKH�ILUVW�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5��PHUHO\�WHOOV�WKH�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDO�

WKDW�KH�KDV�WR�GR�D�PRUH�WKRURXJK�,39�DVVHVVPHQW� 

$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�1DWXUH�DQG�&RQWH[W�RI�,39� 

7KH�VHFRQG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�UHSUHVHQWV�WKLV�PRUH�WKRURXJK�,39�

DVVHVVPHQW�� ,W�FDOOV�RQ�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�IXOO�QD�
WXUH�DQG�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ\�SRWHQWLDO�,39�WKDW�LV�GHWHFWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VFUHHQ�

LQJ�SURFHVV�� 7KH�DVVHVVPHQW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�,39�LV�QRW�D�IL[HG�RU�

XQLIRUP�FRQGLWLRQ�� ,W�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�GLIIHUHQWO\�E\�GLIIHU�
HQW�SHRSOH�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�HYHQ�DW�GLIIHUHQW�WLPHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

VDPH�UHODWLRQVKLS�� &RQVHTXHQWO\��LW·V�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�,39�KDV�

RFFXUUHG�RU�KDV�EHHQ�DOOHJHG�� )DPLO\�FRXUW�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�
ZKDW�LV�DFWXDOO\�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�SHRSOH·V�UHDO�OLYHV�� 7KH\�KDYH�WR�NQRZ��IRU�

LQVWDQFH��ZKHWKHU�WKH�,39�WKH\�KDYH�GHWHFWHG�LV�DQ�LVRODWHG�LQFLGHQW�RU�

SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�SDWWHUQ�RU�KLVWRU\�RI�DEXVH�� 7KH\�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�
WKH�,39�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�LQVWLOO�IHDU�RU�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�XQLODWHUDO�DQG�VHOI-

SURFODLPHG�UXOHPDNLQJ�DXWKRULW\�–�RU�ZKHWKHU�LW�UHSUHVHQWV�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�

YLROHQFH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SHUSHWUDWHG�DJDLQVW�WKDW�SDUWQHU�� )DPLO\�FRXUW�

6$)H5�EXLOGV�
DQG�VXSSRUWV�
D�ZLGH�UDQJH�
RI�FULWLFDO����
DFWLYLWLHV������������
LQFOXGLQJ� 
LQWHUYLHZLQJ��
FRXQVHOLQJ��
DQG� 
QHJRWLDWLRQ��
SOHDGLQJ�DQG�
PRWLRQ 
SUDFWLFH�� 
UHSRUW�ZULWLQJ��
WULDO�SUDFWLFH�� 
MXGLFLDO� 
GHFLVLRQ� 
PDNLQJ��DQG� 
MXGJPHQW� 
GUDIWLQJ��� 
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SUDFWLWLRQHUV�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�DEXVH�WKH\�KDYH�GHWHFWHG�LQ�
FOXGHV�PDUNHUV�RI�OHWKDO�GDQJHU�–�DQG�RU�ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
RWKHU�OLIH�VWUHVVRUV��VXFK�DV�PDMRU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�RU�VXEVWDQFH�
DEXVH�� ,Q�VKRUW��IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PXVW�DWWHPSW�WR�JDLQ�D�IXOO�
DQG�FRPSOHWH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�,39�LQ�FRQWH[W�–�WR�GLVFHUQ�ZKR�LV�GRLQJ�
ZKDW�WR�ZKRP�DQG�ZK\�� 2WKHUZLVH��WKH\·OO�HQG�XS�WUHDWLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
DQG�HYHU\ERG\�WKH�VDPH��DQG�WKDW�FDQ�HQGDQJHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�EDWWHUHG�
SDUHQWV��HPEROGHQ�DEXVHUV��DQG�XQGHUPLQH�HIIHFWLYH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV� 

)RFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�(IIHFWV�RI�,39� 

7KH�WKLUG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�LV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�,39�� +HUH��

SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DUH�GLUHFWHG�WR�H[SORUH�ZKDW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�DEXVH�PHDQV�
IRU�WKH�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�–�ERWK�LQ�WKH�EURDGHVW�DQG�PRVW�QDUURZ�

VHQVH�� ,Q�WKH�EURDGHVW�VHQVH��WKLV�PHDQV�GLVFRYHULQJ�ZKDW�LW�LV�OLNH�WR�OLYH�

LQ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�,39��WR�SDUHQW�DQG�WR�EH�SDUHQWHG�LQ�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�
RI�DEXVH��7KH�IUDPHZRUN�GLUHFWV�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�FRQVLGHU�

KRZ�,39�VKDSHV�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��GDLO\�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�

DQG�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�KRPH��DQG�JHQHUDO�SDUHQWLQJ�EHOLHIV��DWWLWXGHV�DQG�

SUDFWLFHV�� ,W�JXLGHV�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�GLVFHUQ�WKH�UHODWLYH�

QHHGV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV��WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKRVH�

QHHGV�DUH�VDWLVILHG�DQG�ZKRVH�LQWHUHVWV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�� ,Q�WKH�PRUH�QDUURZ�
VHQVH��WKH�WKLUG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5� DVNV�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�GH�

WHUPLQH�ZK\�,39�PDWWHUV�–�KRZ�LW�LV�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RU�DFWLRQ�DW�

KDQG�DQG�KRZ�LW�LV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�E\�ZKLFK�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RU�
DFWLRQ�WKDW�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LV�WR�EH�PDGH�� 

,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�WKLUG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�GLFWDWHV�D�GLIIHUHQWLDO�DQDO\�

VLV�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�,39�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�GHSHQGLQJ�XS�
RQ�ZKDW�WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�GR��,I��IRU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�LV�

WU\LQJ�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�VRUW�RI�DFFHVV�DUUDQJHPHQW�LV�DSSURSULDWH��WKH�SHUWL�

QHQW�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�,39�UHYROYH�DURXQG�VXFK�WKLQJV�DV�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�
HPRWLRQDO�VDIHW\�RI�WKH�FKLOG��WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�DEXVHU-SDUHQW�WR�UHFRJ�

QL]H�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�FKLOG·V�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV��WKH�GHJUHH�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�

DEXVHU-SDUHQW�WDNHV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�SDVW�DEXVH�RU�FRQWLQXHV�WR�XVH�WKH�
FKLOG�DV�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�DEXVH��WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�WKH�YLF�

WLP-SDUHQW�WUXVW�WKH�DEXVHU-SDUHQW·V�SDUHQWLQJ��DQG�VR�IRUWK���� 

6$)H5�KHOSV�
SUDFWLWLRQHUV�
XQGHUVWDQG�
DQG�DGGUHVV�

WKH�LPSDFW�RI�
,39�RQ 

FKLOGUHQ�� 
SDUHQWLQJ��DQG�
FR-SDUHQWLQJ� 
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,I��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�GHFLGH�WKH�SDUHQWV·�

FRPSHWHQFH�WR�PDNH�MRLQW�SDUHQWLQJ�GHFLVLRQV��WKH�UHOHYDQW�LPSOLFD�

WLRQV�RI�,39�LQFOXGH�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�DELO�

LW\�RI�WKH�SDUHQWV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ�D�GLUHFW��FLYLO��FRQVWUXFWLYH�DQG�

FKLOG-IRFXVHG�PDQQHU��WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�WKH�DEXVHU-SDUHQW�WR�VXS�

SRUW�WKH�SDUHQWDO�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�YLFWLP-SDUHQW��DQG�WKH�DEXVHU-

SDUHQW·V�DELOLW\�WR�VHSDUDWH�KLV�UROH�DV�SDUHQW�IURP�KLV�UROH�DV�SDUWQHU��

DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�� -XVW�DV�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�GHFLVLRQ-PDNLQJ�GLIIHU�

GHSHQGLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�LVVXHV�WR�EH�GHFLGHG��VR�WRR�GRHV�WKH�WDVN�RI�

GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�,39� 

5HVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�/LYHG�([SHULHQFH�RI�,39� 

7KH�IRXUWK�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�LV�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�OLYHG�H[SHUL�

HQFH�RI�,39�� 7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�UHVHDUFK�LQGLFDWHV�

WKDW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�,39�LV�GHWHFWHG��FDVHV�RIWHQ�SURFHHG�WR�UHVROXWLRQ�

ZLWKRXW�UHJDUG�WR�VDIHW\��SRZHU�GLIIHUHQWLDOV��DQG�RWKHU�HIIHFWV�RI�

DEXVH���7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�ODVW�HOHPHQW�LV�WR�UHVSRQG�GLUHFWO\�WR�–�DQG�WR�

FRUUHFW��LI�SRVVLEOH�–�WKH�KDUP�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�,39��ZKDWHYHU�LW�LV��DQG�

WR�PLQLPL]H�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�RQJRLQJ�DEXVH�DQG�IXWXUH�XQZHO�

FRPHG�LQWUXVLRQ�LQWR�WKH�OLYHV�RI�EDWWHUHG�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��%\�

ZD\�RI�LOOXVWUDWLRQ��VXSSRVH�D�FXVWRG\�HYDOXDWRU�SHUIRUPV�DQ�LQLWLDO�

,39� �SXUVXDQW�WR�WKH�ILUVW�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�DQG�OHDUQV�WKDW�RQH�

RI�WKH�SDUHQWV�KDV�EHHQ�HPRWLRQDOO\�DEXVHG�E\�WKH�RWKHU�SDUHQW��  

7KLV�VLJQDOV�WR�WKH�HYDOXDWRU�WKDW�VKH�VKRXOG�WDNH�D�FORVHU�ORRN� 

SXUVXDQW�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5��WR�ILJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�LV�DFWX�

DOO\�JRLQJ�RQ� 

��0DU\�.HUQLF��'DSKQH�0RQDU\-(UQVGRUII��-HQQLIHU�.RHSVHOO�	�9LFWRULD�+ROW���������&KLO�
GUHQ�LQ�WKH� �&XVWRG\�'HWHUPLQDWLRQV�$PRQJ�&RXSOHV�ZLWK�D�+LVWRU\�RI�
,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�$EXVH��9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�:RPHQ�����������-������-DPHV�%RZ���������
5HYLHZ�RI�(PSLULFDO�5HVHDUFK�RQ�&KLOG�&XVWRG\�3UDFWLFH��-RXUQDO�RI�&KLOG�&XVWRG\���
������-��� 

6$)H5�FDQ� 
KHOS�FRXUWV� 
DVVHVV�WKH�NLQG�
DQG�OHYHO�RI� 
UHVRXUFHV� 
QHHGHG�LQ� 
FDVHV� 
LQYROYLQJ�,39��� 
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6$)H5�FDOOV�RQ� 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�
WR� 

6FUHHQ�IRU�,39�
LQ�HYHU\�FDVH� 

$VVHVV�WKH�IXOO�
QDWXUH�DQG�FRQ�
WH[W�RI�DQ\�,39�
GHWHFWHG� 

)RFXV�RQ�WKH�
HIIHFWV�RI�,39� 

5HVSRQG�WR�
SHRSOH·V�OLYHG���
H[SHULHQFH�RI�
,39� 

7KH�HYDOXDWRU�LQYHVWLJDWHV�IXUWKHU�DQG�GLVFRYHUV�WKDW�WKH�HPRWLRQDOO\-

DEXVLYH�SDUHQW�LV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�ZLWKKROGLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�DYDLODEOH�IL�

QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SXQLVK�WKH�YLFWLP-SDUHQW�IRU�OHDYLQJ�WKH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�� 7KH�HYDOXDWRU�DOVR�OHDUQV�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�

VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�HPRWLRQDOO\-DEXVLYH�SDUHQW�� 7KH�HYDOXDWRU�SUR�

FHHGV�WR�WKH�WKLUG�HOHPHQW�RI�6$)H5�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZK\�DQG�KRZ�WKDW�

PDWWHUV�� 8SRQ�LQTXLU\��WKH�HYDOXDWRU�OHDUQV�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG·V�EDVLF�QHHGV�

DUH�QRW�EHLQJ�PHW��WKH�YLFWLP-SDUHQW�LV�DQ[LRXV�DQG�GHSUHVVHG�DERXW�

ILQDQFHV��WKH�FKLOG�IHHOV�UHVHQWIXO�RI�WKH�DEXVHU-SDUHQW�IRU�QRW�VXSSRUW�

LQJ�KLP��DQG�WKH�FKLOG�IHHOV�EHWUD\HG�E\�WKH�YLFWLP-SDUHQW�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�

XS�WKH�IDPLO\���(TXLSSHG�ZLWK�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH��WKH�HYDOXDWRU�PXVW�ILJ�

XUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�FUDIW�D�SDUHQWLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WKDW�DFFRXQWV�IRU�

WKH�QDWXUH��FRQWH[W�DQG�HIIHFWV�RI�,39�SXUVXDQW�WR�WKH�IRXUWK�HOHPHQW�

RI�6$)H5�� 7KH�HYDOXDWRU�PLJKW�FRQVLGHU�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�WHUPV�LQWR�WKH�

SDUHQWLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WKDW�VHW�FOHDU�DQG�HQIRUFHDEOH�ILQDQFLDO�RE�

OLJDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�DEXVHU-SDUHQW��LPSRVH�VRPH�IRUP�RI�ILQDQFLDO�RYHU�

VLJKW�WR�HQVXUH�WKRVH�REOLJDWLRQV�DUH�EHLQJ�VDWLVILHG�RQ�D�FRQVLVWHQW�

EDVLV��VXSSRUW�WKH�YLFWLP-SDUHQW·V�KHDOWK�DQG�HFRQRPLF�VHOI-VXIILFLHQF\��

DQG�UHVWRUH�WKH�FKLOG·V�WUXVW�LQ�ERWK�RI�KLV�SDUHQWV� 

:KHQ�SXW�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�PHWKRGRORJ\�RXWOLQHG�DERYH�PDNHV�SHU�

IHFW�VHQVH���<HW��LW�LV�QHLWKHU�ZLGHO\�SUDFWLFHG�QRU�VHOI-H[HFXWLQJ�� $OW�

KRXJK�6$)H5�LV�LQWXLWLYH�DQG�HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��LW�FDQ�EH�YHU\�FKDO�

OHQJLQJ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�� &RQVHTXHQWO\��%:-3�KDV�GHYHORSHG�D�FRPSHQ�

GLXP�RI�ZRUNVKHHWV�DQG�SUDFWLFH�JXLGHV�WR�RSHUDWLRQDOL]H�WKH�6$)H5�

DSSURDFK�� 7KH�FRPSHQGLXP�LQFOXGHV�DQ�LQLWLDO�,39�VFUHHQLQJ�JXLGH��DQ�

,39-LQIRUPHG�LQWHUYLHZ�SURWRFRO��D�WRRO�IRU�DVVHVVLQJ�SDUHQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�

FRQWH[W�RI�,39��D�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�DQDO\VLV��FDVH�SODQQLQJ�JXLGHV��,39�DV�

VHVVPHQW�JXLGHV�IRU�PHGLDWLRQ�DQG�HDUO\�QHXWUDO�HYDOXDWLRQ��DQG�D�FR-

SDUHQWLQJ�DVVHVVPHQW�JXLGH� 

8



&2

6$)H5�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�WUDQVIRUP�D�IDPLO\�FRXUW�V\VWHP�WKDW�LV�SRRUO\�RUJDQL]HG�
WR�UHVSRQG�WR�,39�LQWR�RQH�WKDW�SURGXFHV�VDIHU��PRUH�ZRUNDEOH�RXWFRPHV�IRU�EDWWHUHG�

SDUHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH�NH\�WR�WKDW�HIIRUW�LV�WR�IROORZ�DQ�DSSURDFK�WKDW�HIIHF�

WLYHO\�LGHQWLILHV�LI�DQG�ZKHQ�,39�LV�DQ�LVVXH�LQ�WKH�FDVH��H[SORUHV�WKH�IXOO�QDWXUH�DQG�
FRQWH[W�RI�DQ\�DEXVH�WKDW�LV�GHWHFWHG��H[DPLQHV�WKH�UHDO-OLIH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DEXVH�

WKDW�LV�RU�KDV�EHHQ�RFFXUULQJ��DQG�DFFRXQWV�IRU�,39�LQ�DOO�SDUHQWLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��

GHFLVLRQV�DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�–�DOO�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWHV�WKH�IDPLO\�FRXUW�SUDFWLWLRQHU·V�

DELOLW\�WR�DFW�LQ�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�FKLOG�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�,39� 
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:KHUH�WR�%HJLQ��6FUHHQLQJ�*XLGHV 
7KH�IROORZLQJ�VFUHHQLQJ�JXLGHV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�\RX�LGHQWLI\�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�DQG�

FRHUFLYH�FRQWUROOLQJ�EHKDYLRUV�LQ�IDPLO\�ODZ�FDVHV��,W�LV�D�VLPSOH�VFUHHQ�WKDW�DWWHPSWV�WR�GH�

WHFW�ZKHWKHU�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�LV�RU�PD\�EH�DQ�LVVXH�LQ�WKH�FDVH��,W�LV�QRW�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DV�

VHVVPHQW�JXLGH�OLNH�WKH�'RPHVWLF�$EXVH�,QWHUYLHZ�*XLGH�WKDW�DSSHDUV�ODWHU�LQ�WKLV�FRPSLOD�

WLRQ��<RX�PD\�XVH�WKLV�JXLGH�WR�FRQGXFW�DQ�LQLWLDO�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�VFUHHQ��RU�\RX�PD\�JR�GL�

UHFWO\�WR�WKH�'RPHVWLF�$EXVH�,QWHUYLHZ�*XLGH�IRU�D�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�DV�

VHVVPHQW�SURWRFRO�� 

:KHWKHU�\RX�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKLV�VFUHHQLQJ�JXLGH�RU�WKH�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�'RPHVWLF�

$EXVH�,QWHUYLHZ�*XLGH��\RX�VKRXOG�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�VFUHHQ�HYHU\�DGXOW�ZKR�SOD\V�D�SDUHQWLQJ�

UROH�LQ�WKH�FDVH��RU�ZKR�KDV�D�VLJQLILFDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�D�SDUHQW�LQ�WKH�FDVH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�

JHQGHU��PDULWDO�VWDWXV��VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��RU�SDUHQWLQJ�VWDWXV�� 

%HIRUH�\RX�EHJLQ��\RX�VKRXOG�H[SODLQ�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�� 
��� 7KDW�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�WKDW�JXLGH�\RXU�ZRUN�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�ORRN�LQWR�FHUWDLQ�LV�

VXHV�LQ�HYHU\�FDVH��LQFOXGLQJ�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��DQG�WKDW�NQRZLQJ�DERXW�DQ\�KLVWRU\�RI�
DEXVH�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�FDUU\�RXW�\RXU�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�IXOILOO�\RXU�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�� 

����:KDW�\RXU�VSHFLILF�UROH�DQG�IXQFWLRQ�LV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�FDVH��LQFOXGLQJ�� 
ŀ�:KDW�\RX�ZHUH�DSSRLQWHG��KLUHG�RU�UHIHUUHG�WR�GR�� 
ŀ�:KDW�VWHSV�\RX�SODQ�WR�WDNH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�\RXU�IXQFWLRQV�� 
ŀ�:KDW�\RX�ZLOO�DQG�ZRQ·W�VKDUH�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW��WKH�RSSRVLQJ�SDUW\��DQG�RWKHUV��DQG� 
ŀ�:KHWKHU�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�UHFRUG�DQG�RU�D�SOHDGLQJ�RU�UHSRUW�� 

��� 7KH�VFRSH�DQG�RU�OLPLWV�RI�FRQILGHQWLDOLW\�DQG�\RXU�GXW\�WR�UHSRUW�VXVSHFWHG�FKLOG�DEXVH�
DQG�FHUWDLQ�VHULRXV�FULPHV�� 

,I�D�SHUVRQ�GLVFORVHV�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��\RX�VKRXOG�� 
��� 2EWDLQ�DV�PXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FRQWH[W�DQG�LP�

SOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DEXVH� 

��� &RQGXFW�D�WKRURXJK�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�RU�UHIHU�WKH�SHUVRQ�WR�D�TXDOLILHG�
ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�VSHFLDOLVW��DQG� 

����5HIHU�WKH�SHUVRQ�WR�D�TXDOLILHG�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�DGYRFDWH�IRU�VDIHW\�SODQQLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH�� 

5HPHPEHU�WKDW�ULVN�IURP�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�LV�QHYHU�VWDWLF��WKDW�LW�LV�GLIILFXOW�WR�SUHGLFW��WKDW�LW�

FDQ�IOXFWXDWH�RYHU�WLPH��DQG�WKDW�LW�RIWHQ�HVFDODWHV�RQFH�LW�KDV�EHHQ�GLVFORVHG�DQG�RU�WKH�SDU�

WLHV�VHSDUDWH��&RQVHTXHQWO\��VFUHHQLQJ�IRU�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�LV�QRW�D�RQH-WLPH�HYHQW��EXW�

VKRXOG�RFFXU�SHULRGLFDOO\�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�\RXU�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�FDVH� 
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INITIAL DOMESTIC ABUSE SCREENING GUIDE 

Basic Screening Questions: What to Listen For:  

How comfortable are you interacting with ______ now? 
• Do you have any concerns, fears or anxieties that I 

should be aware of? 
• What worries you most?

Personal Interactions 
Comfortable Uncomfortable 
Safe/Secure Fearful/Anxious 
Self-Ruled Controlled 
Connected Isolated 
Respected Disparaged 
Self-Reliant Dependent 
Supported Undermined 

When you look back over time, how were practical, 
everyday decisions made in your relationship? 
• How did you arrive at that arrangement?
• Are you comfortable with that?
• What happened when disagreements arose?

Everyday Decision-Making 
(food, shelter, finances, children) 

Is there anything that gets in your way of doing the 
things you want or need to do in your daily life, like: 
• Managing your daily affairs
• Meeting your basic needs
• Meeting the basic needs of the children
• Fulfilling your everyday responsibilities
• Making your own decisions
• Interacting with other people

Control of Everyday Life 

Self-Directed Controlled 

Has there ever been any physical violence between you 
and __________? If so, can you tell me about that? 

Physical Violence 
Very rare Every day 
Very minor Very severe 
No harm Severe injury 

Have you ever felt so ashamed, humiliated, embarrassed 
or fearful by something you or ___________ said or did 
to the other that you didn’t want anyone else to know 
about it?  If so, can you tell me about what that was like for 
you (without revealing specifics)? 

Emotional Well-being 
Safe/Secure Fearful/Anxious 
Self-Respect Humiliation 
Autonomous Controlled 

Have you or ________ever forced the other to do sexual 
things the other didn’t want to do or insisted on having 
sex when the other didn’t want to?  If so, can you tell me 
about that? 

Sexual Autonomy 
Voluntary Forced 
Respectful Degrading 

Equal Dominating 
Cooperative Coercive 
Responsible Irresponsible 
Fair Manipulative 
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Have you or _________ ever been concerned that the 
other was going to physically or psychologically harm 
the other, the children, or pets?  If so, please explain. 

Fear of  Physical or Psychological Harm 
(self, children, pets, others) 

Not fearful Very fearful 

How are parenting time arrangements currently being 
worked out? 
• How did you arrive at that arrangement?
• Are you comfortable with that?
• Any concerns about children or fears for their safety?

Parental Decision-Making 
Equal Dominating 
Cooperative Coercive 
Responsible Irresponsible 
Child-Focus Self-Focus 
Fair Manipulative 

Physical/Sexual Abuse Emotional Abuse Control of Daily Life Economic Abuse 

□ Hold, pin, restrain
□ Kneel on or sit upon
□ Tie up, bind, gag
□ Push, shove, shake
□ Grab

□ Scratch, pull hair,
□ Shave
□ Twist arm

□ Bite
□ Spit on
□ Urinate upon

□ Slap
□ Hit or punch
□ Kick or stomp
□ Strike or throw object

□ Choke or strangle
□ Burn
□ Poke, stab, cut

□ Withhold food
□ Withhold medicine
□ Disable medical equip.

□ Forced sex

□ Insult you/put you down
□ Ridicule you in public
□ Purposely humiliate you
□ Play mind games

□ Intimidate you
□ Yell or scream at you
□ Act aggressively to you
□ Get jealous/possessive
□ Accuse you of infidelity

□ Interfere with:
□ work/school life
□ social life
□ sleep
□ healthcare/medication

□ Threaten to:
□ kill you or the children
□ kill him/herself
□ harm you or the children
□ harm person you care for
□ harm or kill pets

□ Destroy things you care for
□ Threaten you w/ weapon
□ Put your life in danger
□ Disable your car
□ Drive recklessly to scare

you

□ Follow or stalk you
□ Often check up on
□ Examine mail/email
□ Check phone calls

□ Hack into email
□ Grill you
□ Time activities
□ Use others as spies
□ Invade privacy
□ Misuse social media

□ Physically restrain
□ Forbid you to leave
□ Punish you for

disobeying

□ Arrive unannounced
□ Make unwanted

contact
□ Leave things to scare

you

□ Make you do things
you don’t want to do

□ Deny money
□ Refuse to pay bills
□ Empty bank
□ Hide assets

□ Destroy your credit
□ Deny credit access
□ Run up debt
□ Forge papers
□ Refuse to pass title

□ Destroy property
□ Steal your property
□ Sell your property

□ Shut off utilities
□ Fail to pay insurance
□ Cancel insurance
□ Cancel credit cards

□ Refuse to work
□ Refuse to let you work
□ Try to get you fired

□ Hide bills
□ Hide financial info.

□ Constantly return to
court
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DOMESTIC ABUSE INTERVIEW GUIDE 
Adapted from Client Screening to Identify Domestic Abuse Victimization, Domestic Abuse Committee of the Family Law Section of the 
Minnesota State Bar Association, 2010; Holtzworth-Munroe, Beck & Applegate (2010), Mediator’s Assessment of Safety Issues and Concerns; 
and Janet Johnston, et al., IN THE NAME OF THE CHILD (2d ed.), Springer Publishing Co., 2009. 

1. Personal
Interactions

Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. Let’s start by talking
about your current
relationship with ______.

B. How comfortable are
you interacting with _____
now?
□ Being alone together
□ Meeting face-to-face
□ Talking by phone
□ Emailing or texting
□ Public encounters

C. Do you have any
concerns, fears or anxieties
that I should be aware of?

D. What worries you
most?

1. Quality of interactions
a. Ability to express views
b. Trust in other’s judgment
c. Reliance on other’s word
d. Cost of disagreement
e. Post-separation changes

2. Prior separations

3. Snapshots
a. Happiest moments
b. Most worrisome moment
c. Scariest moments

4. Decision-making history

5. Stressors
a. Abuse
b. Alcohol/drugs
c. Physical/mental health
d. Criminal activity
e. Poverty

Personal Interactions: 

Safe Dangerous 

Secure Fearful 

Autonomous Controlling 

Respectful Offensive 

Honest Deceptive 

Reliable Unreliable 

Consistent Volatile 

Supportive Damaging 

Cooperative Coercive 

Equal Dominant 

Trusting Suspicious 

Open Isolating 

2. Access to Resources Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. I’d like to get a sense of
your economic wellbeing.

B. Do you have access to
your own resources, like
money, bank accounts,
food, housing,
transportation and
healthcare?

C. Who decides how you
spend money and manage
your financial affairs?

1. History/detail

2. Ability to meet basic needs

3. Ability to meet obligations

4. Recent changes

Economic Well-being: 

Accessible 
Resources Not 

Accessible 

Cooperative 
Decisions 

Controlling 

Secure 
Finances 

Insecure 

Always Met 
Needs 

Never Met 

13



© 2018 Battered Women’s Justice Project 

3. Children/Parenting Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. Let’s talk about your
children.

B. Do you have any concerns
about your children or fears
for their safety?

C. How are parenting time
arrangements currently being
worked out?
□ Division of duties
□ Parenting skills/capacities
□ Parenting concerns/conflicts
□ Children’s adjustment
□ Access/exchange issues
□ Satisfaction with the plan

D. Has _____ ever used or
threatened to use the children
to manipulate, control, or
monitor you?

E. How are your children
doing now?

1. What worries you most?

2. Capacity for joint decisions
a. Common beliefs/values
b. Parental involvement
c. Trust in parental judgment
d. Support of other parent
e. Respect for other parent
f. Nurture/support of kids
g. Conflict resolution skills
h. Developmental stage(s)

3. Interference with care

4. Undermining authority

5. Threats to:
a. Take children away
b. Harm children
c. File CPS reports
d. Deport
e. Evict

6. Post-separation changes

Abuser’s Parenting: 
Safe Dangerous 
Secure Erratic 
Supportive Neglectful 
Child focus Self-focus 
Skilled Not skilled 
Protective Destructive 

Children’s Well-Being: 

+ 
Developmental 

- 

+ 
Behavioral 

- 

+ 
Emotional 

- 

+ 
Cognitive 

- 

+ 
Social 

- 

+ 
Physical 

- 

+ 
Economic 

- 

Co-parenting: 

+ 
Communication 

- 

+ 
Judgment 

- 

+ 
Boundaries 

- 

+ 
Support 

-
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4. Control of Daily Life Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. I’d like to get a sense of
how much freedom you have
in your everyday life.
□ To come/go as you please
□ To manage your own time
□ To make own decisions
□ To set your own priorities
□ To interact with others

Can you talk a little about 
that? 

B. Is there anything that gets
in your way of doing the
things you want or need to
do?

C. Has _______ ever:
□ Followed you
□ Often checked up on you
□ Examined your mail/email
□ Examined phone records
□ Hacked into email/accounts
□ Grilled you/timed activities
□ Used others to spy on you
□ Invaded your space/privacy
□ Misused social network

sites

D. Has ______ ever physically
restrained you, forbidden you
from leaving, made you do
things you didn’t want to do,
or punished you for defying
his/her wishes?

E. Has ______ ever shown up
unannounced, contacted you
against your will, or left
something for you to find to
scare or intimidate you?

1. Detail

2. Frequency

3. Severity

4. Intent of other’s behavior

5. Meaning of behavior to you

6. Effect on:
a. Interactions
b. Relationships
c. Communications
d. Self/children
e. Parenting skills/capacities

7. Change:
a. Over time
b. Pre/post pregnancy
c. Pre/post separation

Control of Daily Life: 

Autonomy Control 

Freedom Constraint 

Support Obstruction 

Trust Jealousy 

Cooperation Coercion 

Privacy Intrusion 

Predictability Instability 

Equality Dominance 

Safety Fear/Dread 

Open Isolating 

Letting Go Stalking 

Compromise Rulemaking 

Risk Factors: 
□ Access to firearms
□ Use/threat of weapon
□ Threat to kill
□ Stepchildren
□ Control of daily activities
□ Violent or constant jealousy
□ Threatened/attempted

suicide
□ Threat to harm children
□ Belief in capacity to kill
□ Stalking
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5. Sexual Abuse Discussion Questions: What to Listen For: 

A. While it is uncomfortable
to talk about these kinds of
things, it’s very important for
me to know if ____ ever
pressured or forced you to do
sexual things that you did not
want to do or that made you
scared, uncomfortable, or
ashamed.  Has anything like
that ever happened?

B. Has ____ ever interfered
with your decisions about
birth control, pregnancy,
and/or safe sex?

C. Has _____ ever used your
image, or forced or pressured
you to use your own image, to
engage in sexting or
pornography?

D. Is there anything else you
think I should know about
______’s sexual behavior
towards you?

1. Detail

2. In front of whom?
□ Children
□ Family
□ Friends
□ Co-workers
□ Public
□ Nobody – just in private

3. Frequency

4. Severity

5. Intent of other’s behavior

6. Meaning of behavior to you

7. Effect on:
a. Interactions
b. Relationships
c. Communications
d. Self/children
e. Parenting skills/capacity

8. Change:
a. Over time
b. Pre/post pregnancy
c. Pre/post separation

9. Injuries

10. Medical attention

11. Hospital visits

12. Calls for help/to police
13. Arrests
14. Convictions/sanctions
15. Orders for protection
16. Protection order violations

Intimate Relationship: 
Safe Harmful 
Consensual Forced 
Mutual Dominating 
Respectful Degrading 
Trusting Jealous 
Voluntary Coercive 
Secure Anxious 

Risk Factors: 
□ Use/threat of weapon
□ Threat to kill
□ Forced sex
□ Attempted strangulation
□ Violent jealousy
□ Assault during pregnancy
□ Threat/attempted suicide
□ Threat to harm children
□ Belief in capacity to kill
□ Stalking
□ Illegal drug use
□ Alcohol dependency

Response to Sexual Abuse:
□ Fight
□ Flight
□ Freeze
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6. Physical Abuse Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. Let’s turn to your personal
safety, both now and in the
past.  Has ____ ever used or
threatened to use physical
force or abuse against you or
the children?

□ Hold, pin down, restrain
□ Kneel, stand or sit upon
□ Tie up, bind, gag

□ Push, shove, shake, grab
□ Scratch, pull hair, shave

hair
□ Twist arm

□ Bite
□ Spit on
□ Urinate upon

□ Slap
□ Hit or punch
□ Kick or stomp
□ Strike w/ or throw object at

□ Choke, strangle
□ Burn
□ Poke, stab, cut

□ Withhold food/medication
□ Disable medical equipment

B. What’s the worst thing ___
has ever done to you?

C. What’s the scariest thing
___ has ever done to you?

1. Detail

2. In front of whom?
□ Children
□ Family
□ Friends
□ Co-workers
□ Public
□ Nobody – just in private

3. Frequency

4. Severity

5. Intent of other’s behavior

6. Meaning of behavior to you

7. Effect on:
a. Interactions
b. Relationships
c. Communications
d. Self/children
e. Parenting skills/capacity

8. Change:
a. Over time
b. Pre/post pregnancy
c. Pre/post separation

9. Injuries
10. Medical attention
11. Hospital visits

12. Calls for help/to police
13. Arrests
14. Convictions/sanctions
15. Protection orders
16. Protection order violations

Physical Violence: 
Very rare Every day 
Very minor Very severe 
No harm Major injury 

Risk Factors: 
□ Increase frequency/severity
□ Access to firearms
□ Use/threat of weapon
□ Threat to kill
□ Avoidance of arrest for DV
□ Forced sex
□ Attempted strangulation
□ Violent jealousy
□ Assault during pregnancy
□ Threat/attempted suicide
□ Threat to harm children
□ Belief in capacity to kill
□ Stalking
□ Illegal drug use
□ Alcohol dependency

Response to Physical Abuse:
□ Fight
□ Flight
□ Freeze
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7. Emotional Abuse Discussion Areas: What to Listen For: 

A. Let’s talk more about how
you and _____ relate to one
another.  Can you describe
how ______ treats you as a
person?

B. Does _____ ever:
□ Insult you or put you down
□ Ridicule you in public
□ Purposely humiliate you
□ Play mind games

C. Does _____ ever:
□ Intimidate you
□ Yell or scream at you
□ Act aggressively toward you

D. Does _____ ever:
□ Get jealous or possessive
□ Accuse you of infidelity

E. Does _ ever interfere with:
□ Your work/school life
□ Your social life
□ Your sleep
□ Your healthcare/medications

F. Has ___ ever threatened to:
□ Kill you or the children
□ Kill him/herself
□ Harm you or the children
□ Harm someone you care for
□ Harm or kill pets

G. Has ______ ever:
□ Destroyed your property
□ Threatened w/ weapon
□ Put your life in danger

□ Disabled car/equipment
□ Driven recklessly to scare

1. Detail

2. In front of whom?
□ Children
□ Family
□ Friends
□ Co-workers
□ Public
□ Nobody – just in private

3. Frequency

4. Severity

5. Intent of other’s behavior

6. Meaning of behavior to you

7. Effect on:
a. Interactions
b. Relationships
c. Communications
d. Self/children
e. Parenting skills/capacities

8. Change:
a. Over time
b. Pre/post pregnancy
c. Pre/post separation

Emotional Relationship: 
Safe Fearful 
Respectful Degrading 
Hopeful Hopeless 
Supportive Undermining 
Honest Manipulative 
Caring Cruel 
Secure Traumatic 
Protective Exploitive 

Risk Factors: 
□ Access to firearms
□ Use/threat of weapon
□ Threat to kill
□ Stepchildren
□ Forced sex
□ Attempted strangulation
□ Control of daily activities
□ Violent jealousy
□ Assault during pregnancy
□ Threat/attempted suicide
□ Threat to harm children
□ Belief in capacity to kill
□ Stalking
□ Illegal drug use
□ Alcohol dependency

Response to Emotional Abuse:
□ Fight
□ Flight
□ Freeze
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Implications of Domestic Abuse for Safety and Parenting: 

Immediate Safety Concerns: 

See Risk Assessment Factors and Questions 1(A)-
(D), 3(B), 4(E), 5(A), 6(A)-(C), 7(A)-(D) 

Risk Assessment Factors: 
□ Increase in frequency/severity
□ Access to firearms
□ Recent separation
□ Unemployment
□ Use/threat to use lethal weapon
□ Threat to kill
□ Avoidance of arrest for DV
□ Stepchildren
□ Forced sex
□ Attempted strangulation
□ Illegal drug use
□ Alcohol dependency
□ Control of daily activities
□ Violent or constant jealousy
□ Assault during pregnancy
□ Threatened/attempted suicide
□ Threat to harm children
□ Belief in capacity to kill
□ Stalking
□ Major mental illness

Immediate Economic Concerns: 

See Questions 2(A)-(C), 4(A) 

Immediate Parenting Concerns: 

See Questions 1(A)-(C), 2(A)-(C), 3(A)-(E), 4(A)-
(E), 5(A)-(D), 6(A)-(C), 7(A)-(G) 

Long-Term Concerns: 
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&RQWLQXLQJ�\RXU�6$)H5�$SSURDFK� 
8VLQJ�WKH�:RUNVKHHWV 

6$)H5�LV�DQ�DSSURDFK�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�D�FOLHQW��WKHLU�IDPLO\��DQG�WKHLU�FRXUW�PDWWHU��

7KH�ZRUNVKHHWV�DUH�WRROV�WR�KHOS�JDWKHU�WKDW�LPSRUWDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��5HPHPEHU��WKH�PRUH�LQ�GHSWK�

LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX�JDWKHU��WKH�EHWWHU�\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�WDLORU�\RXU�UHSRUW�DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�WKH�

GHFLVLRQ-PDNHU��ZKHWKHU�WKDW�LV�D�FRXUW�MXGLFLDO�RIILFHU��RU�WKH�FOLHQW�GXULQJ�D�PHGLDWLRQ�RU�VHWWOHPHQW�

QHJRWLDWLRQ� 

6FUHHQLQJ�:RUNVKHHW��7KLV�WRRO�LV�EHVW�XVHG�WR�V\QWKHVLze�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�PRUH�LQ-GHSWK�

VFUHHQLQJ�JXLGHV�IHDWXUHG�RQ�SDJHV���-��� 

$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�1DWXUH�DQG�&RQWH[W�:RUNVKHHWV��7KHVH� WRROV�RIIHU�JXLGDQFH� IRU�DVVHVVLQJ� WKH�QDWXUH�

DQG� FRQWH[W� RI� LQWLPDWH� SDUWQHU� YLROHQFH�� 'HWDLOHG� ZRUNVKHHWV� RIIHU� D� IRFXV� RQ� DEXVH� RI� YLFWLP��

LQWHUIHUHQFH� ZLWK� YLFWLP�� FKLOG�UHQ�·V� H[SHULHQFH� RI� LQWLPDWH� SDUWQHU� YLROHQFH�� DQG� SDUHQWLQJ� E\� WKH�

SHUSHWUDWLQJ�SDUHQW�� 

)RFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�(IIHFWV�:RUNVKHHWV��7KHVH�WRROV�RIIHU�JXLGDQFH�WR�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�FRQWH[W�RI�

WKH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�YLROHQFH�WR�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�KRZ�LW�LPSDFWHG�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�KLV�KHU�IDPLO\��'HWDLOHG�

ZRUNVKHHWV�RIIHU�D�IRFXV�RQ�ULVN�RI�KDUP�DQG�OHWKDOLW\��YLFWLP·V�VDIHW\�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ��FKLOG�UHQ��DQG�

LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�YLROHQFH��DQG�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�FKLOG� 

5HVSRQGLQJ�:RUNVKHHWV��7KLV�WZR-SDJH�WRRO�RIIHUV�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX�KDYH�

JDWKHUHG��DQG�SURYLGHV�\RX�D�FKDQFH�WR�SXW�DOO�RI�LW�WRJHWKHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FUDIW�D�WDLORUHG�UHVSRQVH�WKDW�LV�

UHVSRQVLYH�WR�WKH�OLYHG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�YLFWLP-VXUYLYRU�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOG�UHQ���.HHS�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKLV�

WRRO�JLYHV�SOHQW\�RI�H[DPSOHV��LW�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�\RX�ZLWK�DOO�RI�WKH�RSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�� 

Mediation Discussion Guide:  The SAFeR Mediation Discussion Guide is designed to help survivors, 

advocates, attorneys, mediators, judges, and others talk about whether a case is appropriate for 

mediation and, if so, how mediation can be structured to account for the nature, context, and effects of 

IPV.

2IWHQ�GLIIHUHQW�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�XVH�WKHVH�ZRUNVKHHWV�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V��EHIRUH�D�FOLHQW�LQWHUYLHZ�WR�

SUHSDUH��GXULQJ�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�WR�JXLGH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��DIWHU�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�WR�GRFXPHQW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

JDWKHUHG��+RZ�\RX�XVH�WKH�ZRUNVKHHWV�LV�XS�WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�SUDFWLFH��5HPHPEHU��<RX�ZLOO�QRW�QHHG�WR�

XVH�HYHU\�ZRUNVKHHW�IRU�HYHU\�FDVH�DQG�HYHU\�FOLHQW� 
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